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Thank you so much to everyone for 
donating!!!! 

With a special thank you to the  
Blue Knights PA 14!!!! 

 
75 toys, 11 stocking stuffers and  

14 books  
All for local children! 
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Did you know? 

 If you were unable to get to your VA Hospital because of an emergency: please 

contact the VA within 72 hours of your emergency, so you are better aware of 
what services VA may or may not cover. 

Call:  844-724-7842 
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MILITARY DATES OF REMEMBRANCE  
 

January 

 1 January: New Year’s Day 

 19 January: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

February 

 3 February: Four Chaplains Day 

 14 February: Valentine’s Day 

 16 February: President’s Day  

 19 February Coast Guard Reserve Birthday 

March 

 3 March: Navy Reserve Birthday 

 7 March: Seabee Birthday 

 13 March: National K9 Veterans Day 

 17 March: St Patrick’s Day 

 25 March: National Medal of Honor Day 

 29 March: Vietnam Veterans Day 

http://veteran-voices.com/four-chaplains-day/
http://veteran-voices.com/national-k9-veterans-day/
https://veteran-voices.com/vietnam-veterans-day/
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For information on how to help Hats for Heat and 
your local neighbors, please go to their website! 

www.hats4heat.org 

    Hats for Heat is a nonprofit organization 
founded by Vince Reeder and Echo Mitchell 
in December 2021, fueling a mission to warm 
hearts and homes of those in need, by selling 
hats, apparel, and hosting fundraisers, they’re 
harnessing community support and power to 
provide home heating and spread warmth 
during the winter months. 
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        Warm Up Shop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In need of a warm 
jacket or other necessity? 

 

Come in for a visit,                       
no appointment needed!! 

Stay  

Warm and Safe 

this winter! 

Thank you to 

 Everyone that has donated  

coats and blankets this past year. 
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What can your local Veterans Affairs Office do for you? 

Our Mission is “to fulfill President Lincoln’s promise ‘To care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan’ by 
serving and honoring the men and women who are America’s Veterans”. 

Located at 33 West Third Street in Williamsport, three fully accredited Veterans Service  
Officers are available to help you navigate the Veterans Affairs system. 

 

• All help is FREE of charge 

• Wednesdays - walk in with your questions 

• Call for a one-on-one appointment other days of the week   570-327-2365 

 

 

Our office can help you with: 

• Disability Compensation 

• Pension/Survivor’s Pension 

• VA Healthcare 

• Dependency & Indemnity Compensation 

 

 

Additional Benefits we can help with: 

• Veterans Headstones, markers and flags 

• Burial Benefits and Grave Registry 

• Veterans Emergency Assistance 

• Hunting and Fishing Licenses for 60% - 100% disabled Veterans 

• Real Estate Tax Exemption for 100% total and Permanent VA disabled wartime Veterans 

 

 

Guidance for certain questions: 

• Education and GI Bill information 

• Discharge and Medal Replacements 

• Lost discharge paperwork ( National Archive requests)  
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 

Douglas A Collins  

  

2025 Accomplishments 

 

 

Thanks to your hard work and dedication to our noble 

mission, 2025 was a remarkable year for the Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA).  

  

Under President Donald J. Trump’s leadership, we have 

transformed VA from a bureaucratic organization to a service 

organization where Veterans come first in everything we do. 

For example, since January 20, 2025: 

  

• We reduced the backlog of Veterans waiting for VA     

benefits by nearly 60%. 

• We eliminated the backlog of Veteran families waiting for 

VA health care. 

• We opened 25 new VA health care clinics, expanding care 

for Veterans around the country. 

•  

We are spending an additional $800 million on infrastructure        

improvements to ensure VA facilities provide safe, effective           

patient care. 

 

We permanently housed nearly 52,000 homeless Veterans across 

the country in fiscal year 2025, the highest total in 7 years 
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You are getting an exam by the VA for a claim. 
 

Now what? 

 The VA medical center or a VA contract vendor will contact you to conduct 
their exam. 

 We use several contractors to provide claim exams: 

During the claims process, we may contact you through an Email notification system called 

govDelivery. We'll email you to tell you in advance about phone calls and text messages you'll 

get from our contractors about your disability exam. 

 
Loyal Source Government Services,  
caller ID display : "Loyal Source,"  

833-832-7077. 
 

OptumServe Health Services,  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-Optum," 

866-933-8387 (TTY: 711). 
 

Leidos QTC Health Services,  
caller ID display :  "VA EXAM-QTC,"  

800-682-9701. 
 

Veterans Evaluation Services (VES),  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-VES,"  

877-637-8387. 
 

If you're outside the continental U.S.,  
customer service number  

+1-713-255-5656. 
 

 If you missed the call or  

need to reschedule (give at least 48 hours notice) :  

 Or call the VA at 800-827-1000 

M-F 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
 

tel:+18338327077
tel:+18669338387
tel:711
tel:+18006829701
tel:+18776378387
tel:+17132555656


To order an  

autographed copy  

contact  

Joe Grafius, author.  

$20 

Call : 570-777-0957 

 

Mr. Grafius started working on this in 2018 when he found letters his Mom 
saved from his time in service.  He used them to make a chronological 
timeline.  These are his memories.   

The book is also for sale at Otto’s Bookstore in downtown Williamsport. 

 

$1.00 from each purchase goes to the VetCenter. 
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AMERICAN LEGIONS,                                                 
VFW’s & OTHER COUNTY                                    
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS 

VFW Post 3428-                                                   
Edward J. Smith Post 

12 N Market St., Muncy, PA 17756 
Phone: 570-546-3820 

VFW Post 5859-                                                     
Billy O. Brandt Post 

201 N. Lincoln Ave., Jersey Shore, PA 17740 
Phone: 570-8656216 

VFW Post 7863-                                                     
Le Roy O. Buck Post 

150 Shaffer St., South Williamsport, PA 17702 
Phone: 570-323-1579 

 

Susquehanna Valley Chapter 47 of The       
Disabled American Veterans 

P.O. Box 3372, Williamsport, PA 17701 

Phone: 570-244-6649 
 

Williamsport Detachment 388 
Marine Corp League Inc. 

507 Cemetery Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 
Phone: 570-323-9900 

Korean War Veterans  
    of Lycoming County, Inc. 

    P. O. Box 3232, Williamsport, PA 17701       
Phone: 570-745-3775    

Lycoming  County Veterans Council Inc. 
        C/O 2310 Newberry Street                                                      

Williamsport, PA  17701       

570-220-8156 

 

Blue Star Mothers of America Inc. -  

Chapter 12 
P.O. Box 851 

Williamsport, PA 17703 

Phone: 570-772-4638 

American Legion Post 1-  

Garrett Cochran  
10 E. 3rd St., Williamsport, PA  17701 

Phone: 570-323-9409 

 

American Legion Post 35-  

Glenn Sharrow  
76 N. Main St., Hughesville, PA  17737 

Phone: 570-584-2123 
 

American Legion Post 36 -  
George Webster Pepperman  

P.O. Box 211, Jersey Shore, PA  17740 
Phone: 570-398-4174 

 

American Legion Post 104 -  

Eugene Grafius  
1312 Broad St., Montoursville, PA  17754 

Phone: 570-368-9000 

 

American Legion Post 251 -  

Bower Decker 
185 Broad St., Montgomery, PA  17752 

Phone: 570-547-2039 

 

American Legion Post 268 -  

Roland Ritter  
515 Legion Rd., Muncy, PA  17756 

Phone: 570-546-5210 

 

American Legion Post 617 -  

Royal P. Steinbacher  
901 Market Street, South Williamsport, PA  17702 

Phone: 570-327-0255 
 

United States Submarine Veterans Inc.-                  
Williamsport Base 

Mailing: 160 North Broad St, Hughesville, PA 17737       
Meeting Location: Zafar Grotto Club                            

381 E. 2nd St, S. Williamsport, PA 17702                   
Phone: 570-244-1351 





Coffee with a Veterans Service Officer 
come in for coffee, a bite and conversation 

 

Lycoming County Veterans Affairs 

33 West Third Street, Williamsport 

2nd floor 

 

9:00 am– 4:00 pm 

Last Wednesday of Every Month 

 
January 28  February 25      March 25     April 29  

May 27    June 24  July 29    August 26    September 30  

October 28     November 25 December 30 
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Events: 

 

 

 

Veterans Breakfasts 
  

         Grim’s Diner    Hillside Assisted Living Community 

 5849 Warrensville Road   2725 Four Mile Drive 

 8:00 a.m.     8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

 2nd Monday of every month  1st Tuesday of every month 

 $8.00      Free 
   

 

 

 

Meetings: 
 

40/8  

2408 West Southern Ave., South Williamsport, PA 

The second Wednesday of the month at 6pm.  

Bill Ashton - 570-494-8932 
 

The Disabled American Veterans Ch 47  

Post 1, American Legion, 10 E. Third Street,  Williamsport, PA,  

6pm on the Second Tuesday of the month, on the third floor.  

No current number 
 

The Williamsport Detachment #388 of the Marine Corps League 

507 Cemetery Street, Williamsport, PA   

Third Thursday of the month at 6pm.   

570-323-9900 
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Agency Address What they do Phone Number 

        

Career Link 329 Pine St, 
Williamsport 

  570 601-5465 

CHAMP VA helpline     800-733-8387 

DD 214s   National Archives 
online 

314-801-0800 

DFAS  This is for re-
tired veterans or 
active duty 

(they retired 
from the Mili-
tary) 

Retirement pay probs 

Change of address 

Active duty pay 
problems 

W2s 

1-800-321-1080 

DEERS/ Rapid ID 
Center 

  
  
Tobyhanna 

    910-598-6021- open, 
must call 
  
570-615-7000 

Direct Deposit   To fix banking info 1-877-838-2778 

1-800-827-1000 

Housing  homeless 211 

844-226-0368 

717-818-0219 

Nursing Home Help 

Patient Advocate 

    570-824-3521 

Ext 27604 

TriCare   Insurance for veter-
ans that retired from 
the Military and their 
families 

1-888-777-8343- over-
seas service line 

  
1-800-444-5445 – Tricare 
East 
  

VA #  - main number 
for appt. 

  VA issues 

Direct deposit too 

1-800-827-1000 

Veteran’s Center 49 E. 4th Street 
Suite 104 

Williamsport 

Counseling Services 570-327-5281 

  

Veteran’s Clinic 1705 Warren 
Ave # 304, Wil-
liamsport, 

Primary Care  
Doctors 

570-322-4791 

570-322-5321 

  
Veterans Affairs Office 33 W. Third 

Street 
Williamsport  

VA questions and 
help 

570-327-2365 

Wilks Barre VA phone 
number 

    570-824-3521 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Career+Link+Williamsport+pa&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS979US979&oq=Car&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j69i59j69i61j69i60j69i61.2431j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8








For more information on community resources go to :  

 

Upmc.com/campaigns/north-central-pa/about/community-partners 

 

              UPMC Williamsport Area Community Resource Guide 
 





Air Force 

This tartan was designed by Arthur Mackie former mill manag-
er at Strathmore Woolen Mills and was subsequently adopted 
by the Band of the Air Force Reserve at Dobbins Air Force 
Base, Georgia in the early 1990s. This tartan is the earliest US 
Air Force tartan registered with the Scottish Tartans Society. It 
should be noted that while this tartan has no formal Department 
of the Air Force recognition it has been widely accepted 
through universal usage as a representative military tartan de-
sign.  

Marine Corps 

This tartan was designed by Bob Hall and R.H. MacLeod. The 
Red and Yellow  colors in the sett symbolize the colors of the 
Corps’  Battle Flag. The Green color memorializes the color of 
the Corps’ herringbone utility uniform worn by Marines in their 
iconic and heroic island-hopping campaigns of World War II. 
The Blue color symbolizes the close partnership of the Marine 
Corps with the U.S.Navy and the Corps’ historic legacy as War-
riors from the Sea. The Marine Corps ‘Leathernecks’ tartan was 
accredited with the Scottish Tartans Society in 1985  

A piper and the sound of the bagpipes helps to direct departed souls towards 
Heaven’s Gates. The walking away symbolizes the piper leading the departed to the Hereafter, yet 

stopping short of the Gate through which the piper cannot pass.  

Donated for Display by Richard Moorehead Jr. 



US Coast Guard 

This tartan is unique in that it is endorsed by Headquarters US Coast 
Guard as the official Service tartan. The design is a variation of the 
Hamilton clan tartan. This pays homage to the founder of the coloni-
al era Revenue Cutter Service, Alexander Hamilton. The Revenue 
Cutter Service became the US Coast Guard This tartan is registered 
with the Scottish Tartan Authority.  

US Army 

This tartan was designed in conjunction by Raymond 
Jones and Alexis Malcolm in 2004, as the US Army was 
the only sector of the US Forces not to have their own tar-
tan. The colors in the design were chosen to represent the 
uniform of the Army , at that time: Black for the beret; 
Khaki for the summer uniform; light green for the original 
special forces uniform; Dark Blue for the original dress 
uniform; Olive for the BDU combat uniform and Gold to 
represent the cavalry. This tartan is registered in the Scot-
tish Tartan Society archives. It should be noted that this 
tartan, nor any other tartan claimed to be associated with 
any Army Branch, unit or MOS, does not have any official 
endorsement or recognition by the Department of the Ar-
my.  

Navy 

First produced in 1985 to recognize the close cooperation 
between the US military at the Royal Air Force base in 
Edzell, Angus and the local civilian community. The idea 
for commemorating this relationship was suggested by a 
former manager of Strathmore Woollen Mills to the spouse 
of the CO of the US base at that time. The colors in this tar-
tan recognize the inter Service cooperation by their use in 
the design: Dark Blue for the US Navy; Light Blue for the 
US Air Force; Red for the US Marine Corps and US Army 
and White for the waves of the oceans. This tartan is regis-
tered in the Scottish Tartan archives and has become 
through extensive usage widely accepted as a representative 
military tartan. It should be noted that this tartan, nor any 
other tartan claiming to be associated with the US Navy, has 
no official endorsement or recognition by the Department of 
the Navy.  

US Coast Guard Tartan 



New Patch Board : 

Please feel welcome to bring in patches to place on our “share 
your patch” board.   
 

 

Local history Pages: 
 

We are interested in finding anyone who would like to share 
items to be published in our newsletter : 
 

Pictures of local Veterans  *  Family Stories  *  Local History 



Lycoming County Office of  

Veterans Affairs  

33 West Third Street, 2nd Floor 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

570-327-2365 

 

Mailing Address:  

48 West Third Street 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

 

VeteransAffairsEmail@lyco.org 

County Commissioners 
 

Scott Metzger 
Mark Mussina 
Marc Sortman    

For up-to-date                    
News and  
Information                         
For Veterans 

The Lycoming Vet 
is published 

by the Office of         

Veterans Affairs  

in Lycoming County, PA 

 

Office Hours 
 

Scheduled Appointments on: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

Walk-Ins  Welcomed every Wednesday 
 No Comp. or Pension Claims. 

  No Appointment needed  
Information ONLY  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Closed weekends and major holidays. 
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The Lycoming County VA Office Will Be Closed:  
 

Martin Luther King Day - Monday January 19, 2026 

Presidents’ Day - Monday, February 16, 2026 

Good Friday, Friday, April 3, 2026 

Memorial Day - Monday, May 25, 2026 

Independence Day - Friday, July 3, 2026 

Labor Day - Monday, September 7, 2026 

Veterans Day - Wednesday, November 11, 2026 
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We are here to help you,  

please call 570-327-2365 to schedule an appointment. 
 

Fully accredited as a Veterans Service Officers by the Pennsylvania        

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

 

Natalie S. Steppe 
Director of Veterans Affairs 

 
 

Jeff  Hamilton 
Assistant Director of Veterans Affairs 

 

• US Marine Corps 
 
 

Keely J. Hitchens 
Secretary  

Visit Our  

New Website :  

www.lycomingcountypa.gov 



March 29th 


